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Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26 (NASB95)
“After singing a hymn, they went out 
to the Mount of Olives.”

Καὶ ὑμνήσαντες ἐξῆλθον εἰς τὸ
Ὄρος τῶν Ἐλαιῶν.

Barbara Aland et al., eds., The Greek New Testament, Fifth 
Revised Edition. (Stuttgart, Germany: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 
2014), Mt 26:30.

https://ref.ly/logosres/ubs5?ref=BibleUBS4.Mt26.30&off=3&ctx=+%CF%84%CE%BF%E1%BF%A6+%CF%80%CE%B1%CF%84%CF%81%CF%8C%CF%82+%CE%BC%CE%BF%CF%85.+30%C2%A0~%CE%9A%CE%B1%E1%BD%B6+%E1%BD%91%CE%BC%CE%BD%CE%AE%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%82+%E1%BC%90%CE%BE%E1%BF%86%CE%BB%CE%B8
Timothy Lewis



• Alamoth– maidens (soprano)  Psalm 46
• Higgaion– meditative sound of the harp Ps. 9:16
• Neginah– stringed instruments  Psalm 4
• Nehiloth– wind instruments  Psalm 5
• Selah– reflective pause (no words, only music)  71X
• Gittith– a tune from Gath (a village)  Psalm 8, 81, 84



Musical Indications

•6 OT (Hebrew) words
•3 NT (Greek words)

psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs



“speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;”

(Eph. 5:19)

• Psalms (ψαλμός) – The very words of Scripture set to music.

• Hymns (ὕμνος) – A song of praise (celebration)

• Spiritual Songs (ᾠδαῖς πνευματικαῖς) – A personal experience 
of a spiritual nature set to music



Was the Last Supper the Passover Meal?

(Matthew 26:18–19)“And He said, “Go into the city to a certain 
man, and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, “My time is near; I am to 
keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.” ’ ” 19 The 
disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the 
Passover.”
(Mark 14:13–15) “13 And He sent two of His disciples and said to 
them, “Go into the city, and a man will meet you carrying a pitcher 
of water; follow him; 14 and wherever he enters, say to the owner 
of the house, ‘The Teacher says, “Where is My guest room in 
which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’ 15 “And he 
himself will show you a large upper room furnished and ready; 
prepare for us there.”



Was the Last Supper the Passover Meal?
(Luke 22:8–13) “8 And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and 
prepare the Passover for us, so that we may eat it.” 9 They said to Him, 
“Where do You want us to prepare it?” 10 And He said to them, “When 
you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of 
water; follow him into the house that he enters. 11 “And you shall say 
to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the 
guest room in which I may eat the Passover with My disciples?” ’ 12
“And he will show you a large, furnished upper room; prepare it there.” 
13 And they left and found everything just as He had told them; and 
they prepared the Passover.
(Luke 22:15–16) “15 And He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to 
eat this Passover with you before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall 
never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.””



Does John Contradict The Last Supper as the 
Passover Meal?

(John 13:1) “1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing 
that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to 
the end.
vJohn’s gospel actually sustains the gospels’ order of events’ inclusive 

of washing the disciples’ feet.
vThe Passover meal, though not named in John 13-17, undoubtedly 

occurred in John 13:18-38. John 13:1 references this foot washing as 
preceding the meal.



Incidentally, must the Passover be celebrated 
only on the 14th of the first month?
(Numbers 9:6–8) “6 But there were some men who were 
unclean because of the dead person, so that they could not 
observe Passover on that day; so they came before Moses 
and Aaron on that day. 7 Those men said to him, “Though 
we are unclean because of the dead person, why are we 
restrained from presenting the offering of the Lord at its 
appointed time among the sons of Israel?” 8 Moses 
therefore said to them, “Wait, and I will listen to what the 
Lord will command concerning you.”



Incidentally, must the Passover be celebrated 
only on the 14th of the first month?
(Numbers 9:9–12) 9 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 
10 “Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘If any one of you or 
of your generations becomes unclean because of a dead 
person, or is on a distant journey, he may, however, observe 
the Passover to the Lord. 11 ‘In the second month on the 
fourteenth day at twilight, they shall observe it; they shall 
eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 12 ‘They shall 
leave none of it until morning, nor break a bone of it; 
according to all the statute of the Passover they shall 
observe it.”



(2 Chronicles 30:1–5) “1 Now Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah
and wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should
come to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem to celebrate the
Passover to the Lord God of Israel. 2 For the king and his princes
and all the assembly in Jerusalem had decided to celebrate the
Passover in the second month, 3 since they could not celebrate it
at that time, because the priests had not consecrated themselves
in sufficient numbers, nor had the people been gathered to
Jerusalem. 4 Thus the thing was right in the sight of the king and
all the assembly. 5 So they established a decree to circulate a
proclamation throughout all Israel from Beersheba even to Dan,
that they should come to celebrate the Passover to the Lord God
of Israel at Jerusalem. For they had not celebrated it in great
numbers as it was prescribed.



THE PASSOVER (SEDER) MEAL & TRADITION

• Known to us in the Haggadah
• Tradition firmly established 

by 70 – 200 A.D. but 
essentially orally transmitted 
and practiced by 200 B.C.

• Slight variations between 
rabbinical schools

• rabbinical schools

Passover seder plate



Passover matza
Passover Feast consisted of an 
order that interspersed reciting 
the Passover story, sharing four 
cups of wine in the course of he 
evening, reading/singing the 
Egyptian Hallel psalms (Psalms 
113-118)!

THE SEDER



The Egyptian Hallel vPsalm 113

vPsalm 114

vPsalm 115

vPsalm 116

vPsalm 117

vPsalm 118

Corporate Personal

Praise & 
Thanksgiving 113 116

Call to the 
Nations 114 117

Praise & 
Thanksgiving 115 118

Philip S. Ross, Anthems for a Dying Lamb: How Six Psalms (113–118) Became a 
Songbook for the Last Supper and the Age to Come (Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian 
Focus, 2017), 11.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nthmsdynglmb?ref=Page.p+11&off=564&ctx=s+into+two+parts.26%0a~%0aCorporate%0aPersonal%0a
https://ref.ly/logosres/nthmsdynglmb?ref=Page.p+11&off=564&ctx=s+into+two+parts.26%0a~%0aCorporate%0aPersonal%0a


Psalm 113:1–9 

1Praise the Lord! Praise, O servants of the Lord, 
Praise the name of the Lord.

2Blessed be the name of the Lord
From this time forth and forever.

3From the rising of the sun to its setting         
The name of the Lord is to be praised.

4The Lord is high above all nations;                   
His glory is above the heavens.

5Who is like the Lord our God,                        
Who is enthroned on high,

6Who humbles Himself to behold 
The things that are in heaven 
and in the earth?

7He raises the poor from the dust 
And lifts the needy from the ash heap,

8To make them sit with princes,                    
With the princes of His people.

9He makes the barren woman abide in the house         
As a joyful mother of children. Praise the 

Lord!



Psalm 114
1 When Israel went forth from Egypt, 

The house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
2 Judah became His sanctuary, 

Israel, His dominion. 
3 The sea looked and fled; 

The Jordan turned back. 
4 The mountains skipped like rams, 

The hills, like lambs. 

5 What ails you, O sea, that you flee?
O Jordan, that you turn back?

6 O mountains, that you skip like rams?
O hills, like lambs?

7 Tremble, O earth, before the Lord, 
Before the God of Jacob, 

8 Who turned the rock into a pool of water, 
The flint into a fountain of water.



Psalm 114:1 “When Israel 
went forth from Egypt, 

The house of Jacob from 
a people of strange language”

Hosea 11:1 “When Israel was
a youth I loved him, And out of 
Egypt I called My son.

Matthew 2:14–15 14 So Joseph 
got up and took the Child and 
His mother while it was still 
night, and left for Egypt. 15 He 
remained there until the death 
of Herod. This was to fulfill 
what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: “Out 
of Egypt I called My Son.”



Psalm 115

1Not to us, O Lord, not to us, 
But to Your name give glory                

Because of Your lovingkindness, 
because of Your truth.

2Why should the nations say,                                                                  
“Where, now, is their God?”

3But our God is in the heavens;                                                                        
He does whatever He pleases.

4Their idols are silver and gold,                                                                       
The work of man’s hands.



Psalm 115

5They have mouths, but they cannot speak;                                                
They have eyes, but they cannot see;

6They have ears, but they cannot hear;                                                        
They have noses, but they cannot smell;

7They have hands, but they cannot feel;                                                     
They have feet, but they cannot walk;                                   
They cannot make a sound with their throat.

8Those who make them will become like them,                                
Everyone who trusts in them.



Psalm 115
9O Israel, trust in the Lord;                                                                                

He is their help and their shield.
10O house of Aaron, trust in the Lord;                                                                               

He is their help and their shield.
11You who fear the Lord, trust in the Lord;                                                                       

He is their help and their shield.
12The Lord has been mindful of us; 

He will bless us;                                                      
He will bless the house of Israel;                                                               
He will bless the house of Aaron.

13He will bless those who fear the Lord,                                                                               
The small together with the great.



Psalm 115
14May the Lord give you increase,                                                                                    

You and your children.
15May you be blessed of the Lord,                                                                                 

Maker of heaven and earth.
16The heavens are the heavens of the Lord,                                                                   

But the earth He has given to the sons of men.
17The dead do not praise the Lord,                                                                                  

Nor do any who go down into silence;
18But as for us, we will bless the Lord

From this time forth and forever.                                                                
Praise the Lord!



1I love the Lord,                                                       
because He hears My voice and my supplications.

2Because He has inclined His ear to me,                                                  
Therefore I shall call upon Him as long as I live.

3The cords of death encompassed me
And the terrors of Sheol came upon me;          
I found distress and sorrow.

4Then I called upon the name of the Lord:                                                         
“O Lord, I beseech You, save my life!”



5Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;                                        
Yes, our God is compassionate.

6The Lord preserves the simple;                                                  
I was brought low, and He saved me.

7Return to your rest, O my soul,                                             
For the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

8For You have rescued my soul from death,                         
My eyes from tears, My feet from stumbling.

9I shall walk before the Lord In the land of the living.
10I believed when I said, “I am greatly afflicted.”
11I said in my alarm, “All men are liars.”



12What shall I render to the Lord                                      
For all His benefits toward me?

13I shall lift up the cup of salvation                            
And call upon the name of the Lord.

14I shall pay my vows to the Lord,                                
Oh may it be in the presence of all 

His people.
15Precious in the sight of the Lord Is the 
death of His godly ones.

16O Lord, surely I am Your servant,                                                        
I am Your servant, the son of Your 

handmaid,                You have loosed 
my bonds.
17To You I shall offer a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving,                            And call upon 
the name of the Lord.
18I shall pay my vows to the Lord,                                                      

Oh may it be in the presence of all 
His people,
19In the courts of the Lord’s house,                                                     

In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 
Praise the Lord!



16O Lord, surely I am Your servant,                                                        
I am Your servant, the son of Your handmaid,                
You have loosed my bonds.

17To You I shall offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving,                            
And call upon the name of the Lord.

18I shall pay my vows to the Lord,                                                      
Oh may it be in the presence of all His people,

19In the courts of the Lord’s house,                                                     
In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!



Psalm 117:1–2 

1Praise the Lord, all nations;     
Laud Him, all peoples!

2For His lovingkindness is great toward us,                                    
And the truth of the Lord is everlasting. 
Praise the Lord!



Psalm 118:1-7
1Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;                      

For His lovingkindness is everlasting.
2Oh let Israel say,                                                            

“His lovingkindness is everlasting.”
3Oh let the house of Aaron say,                                    

“His lovingkindness is everlasting.”
4Oh let those who fear the Lord say,                             

“His lovingkindness is everlasting.”
5From my distress I called upon the Lord;                     

The Lord answered me and set me in a large place.
6The Lord is for me; I will not fear;                                    

What can man do to me?
7The Lord is for me among those who help me;         

Therefore I will look with satisfaction on those who hate me.



Psalm 118:8-14
8It is better to take refuge in the Lord             

Than to trust in man.
9It is better to take refuge in the Lord            

Than to trust in princes.
10All nations surrounded me;                                         

In the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off.
11They surrounded me, yes, they surrounded me;               

In the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off.
12They surrounded me like bees;                                        

They were extinguished as a fire of thorns;             
In the name of the Lord I will surely cut them off.

13You pushed me violently so that I was falling,                 
But the Lord helped me.

14The Lord is my strength and song,                                    
And He has become my salvation.



Psalm 118
15The sound of joyful shouting and salvation is in the 
tents of the righteous; The right hand of the Lord does 
valiantly.
16The right hand of the Lord is exalted; The right hand of 
the Lord does valiantly.
17I will not die, but live, And tell of the works of the 
Lord.
18The Lord has disciplined me severely, But He has not 
given me over to death.
19Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall enter 
through them, I shall give thanks to the Lord.
20This is the gate of the Lord; The righteous will enter 
through it.
21I shall give thanks to You, for You have answered me, 
And You have become my salvation.



22The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief corner stone.

23This is the Lord’s doing;                                                 
It is marvelous in our eyes.

24This is the day which the Lord has made;                 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

25O Lord, do save, we beseech You;                                 
O Lord, we beseech You, do send prosperity!

26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; 
We have blessed you from the house of the Lord.

27The Lord is God, and He has given us light;                    
Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the horns 
of the altar.

28You are my God, and I give thanks to You;                               
You are my God, I extol You.

29Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;                                 
For His lovingkindness is everlasting.

Psalm 118:22-29



Mishnah
Peshaim 5:7
[The Levites meanwhile] proclaimed the Hallel psalms [113–118]. If they
completed [the recitation], they repeated it, and if they completed the
second time, they repeated it for a third—even though they never in all their
days had to repeat it for a third time. R. Judah says, ‘In all the days of the
third group they never even reached the verse, I love the Lord because he
has heard my voice (Ps. 116:1) because its numbers were small.’

Philip S. Ross, Anthems for a Dying Lamb: How Six Psalms (113–118) Became a Songbook for the 
Last Supper and the Age to Come (Ross-shire, Scotland: Christian Focus, 2017), 9.

https://ref.ly/logosres/nthmsdynglmb?ref=Page.p+9&off=242&ctx=lamb+at+the+Temple:%0a~%5bThe+Levites+meanwhi
https://ref.ly/logosres/nthmsdynglmb?ref=Page.p+9&off=242&ctx=lamb+at+the+Temple:%0a~%5bThe+Levites+meanwhi


ὑμνήσαντες after they had sung the hymn (of the second 
part of the Hallel [Pss 113–118 Mt], sung at the close of 
the Passover meal) Mt 26:30.

(BDAG) William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 
Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 1027.

https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+1027&off=5774&ctx=Jos.%2c+Ant.+12%2c+349)+~%CF%85%CC%94%CE%BC%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%82+after+t
https://ref.ly/logosres/bdag?ref=Page.p+1027&off=5774&ctx=Jos.%2c+Ant.+12%2c+349)+~%CF%85%CC%94%CE%BC%CE%BD%CE%B7%CC%81%CF%83%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%82+after+t

